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A brilliant debut mystery in a classic vein: Detective Cormoran Strike investigates a supermodel's
suicide.After losing his leg to a land mine in Afghanistan, Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by as a
private investigator. Strike is down to one client, and creditors are calling. He has also just broken
up with his longtime girlfriend and is living in his office.Then John Bristow walks through his door
with an amazing story: His sister, thelegendary supermodel Lula Landry, known to her friends as the
Cuckoo, famously fell to her death a few months earlier. The police ruled it a suicide, but John
refuses to believe that. The case plunges Strike into the world of multimillionaire beauties, rock-star
boyfriends, and desperate designers, and it introduces him to every variety of pleasure, enticement,
seduction, and delusion known to man.You may think you know detectives, but you've never met
one quite like Strike. You may think you know about the wealthy and famous, but you've never seen
them under an investigation like this.Introducing Cormoran Strike, this is the acclaimed first crime
novel by J.K. Rowling, writing under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith.
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It's hard to put your finger on exactly what it is that makes The Cuckoo's Calling such a terrific new
Private Investigator crime fiction debut. On the surface it seems straightforward, unexceptional and
unambitious, everything fits the established conventions, there's nothing immediately new that
stands out, and yet it's an utterly compelling read with strong characters that wraps you up
completely and thrillingly into the investigation.There's certainly nothing significantly new in the

nature of the Private Detective at the centre of the book and series. Yes, the circumstances are a
little different and the family background a little more colourful than most, but at heart, Cormoran
Strike doesn't stray too far from the template - ex-army rather than ex-police, with a complicated
personal life, a detective business that is on its last legs (no pun intended on Strike's service injury),
clients are drying up, the loan that has set him up in London's Denmark Street is being called in and
he's in the middle of a messy break-up with his fiancÃ©e. Nothing particularly noteworthy so far, not
even the fact that the temp agency has just landed him with a new partner - sorry, a new secretary,
Robin, who is only supposed to be around for a few weeks, but of course ends up making herself
quite useful, not to say even indispensable, creating the obligatory mismatched team in the
process.There's nothing particularly exceptional either about the high profile case - the death of a
supermodel - that lands in his lap and keeps the wolves away from the door just that little bit longer.

If you aren't up to date on the publication and release drama surrounding the Cuckoo's Calling
author, I'll give you a second to catch up. Good? Okay. The Cuckoo's Calling by J.K. Rowling was
orignally masqueraded as a excellent debut novel by newcomer Robert Galbraith. In the statement
"debut novel", critics reveal a bias toward letting some flaws slide and overlooking the
less-than0stellar details of the book, while praising the good things it does well. Now that we know
Robert Galbraith is not a newcomer, and no less he is the great J.K. Rowling, I think it's time we all
looked at it through the lens of a regular critique: that this is the third outing of a well-known author...
and it is also her weakest.The Cuckoo's Calling concerns itself with the apparent suicide of super
model Lula Landry, who jumped out of her third floor balcony due to depression. Our detective is
Cormoran Strike, a one-legged veteran-turned-private-eye, who finds himself randomly teamed up
with a young woman named Robin, who was sent over by a temp service that he forgot to cancel.
After receiving the assignment from a worried brother of Lula's, the two hit the streets of London to
find out what actually happened the night the model died.The plot is surprisingly feeble, especially
for a murder mystery. From the first few pages of the novel, there isn't anything particularly gripping
or suspenseful about what is going to happen. You know two things from the get-go: there is a
mystery and we will get a resolution eventually. There never was a "how are we going to figure this
out?" or "what will we do if we can't?" moment-- Strike lines up a list of suspects and witnesses and
goes through them, one by one, for 400 pages.
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