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Lime Award winner Andrew Marin's life changed forever when his three best friends came out to

him in three consecutive months. Suddenly he was confronted with the gay, lesbian, bisexual and

transgender community (GLBT) firsthand. And he was compelled to understand how he could

reconcile his friends to his faith. In an attempt to answer that question, he and his wife relocated to

Boystown, a predominantly GLBT community in Chicago. And from his experience and wrestling

has come his book, Love Is an Orientation, a work which elevates the conversation between

Christianity and the GLBT community, moving the focus from genetics to gospel, where it really

belongs. Why are so many people who are gay wary of people who are Christians? Do GLBT

people need to change who they are? Do Christians need to change what they believe? Love Is an

Orientation is changing the conversation about sexuality and spirituality, and building bridges from

the GLBT community to the Christian community and, more importantly, to the good news of Jesus

Christ.
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It's become one of the main issues of our time. It's a spiritual question, a relational question, and, in

past decades, a highly politicized one. You'll find extremely strong opinions on both sides, and



these polarized opinions can lead to confrontation, heated argument, broken relationships, even

violence.The issue: homosexuality.The complexity of the issue is sometimes hidden beneath the

same old rhetoric from both sides. One side tends to boil it down to a simple injunction to stop, often

in very insensitive ways. The other side, defensive and angry, has its own tendencies to resort to

inflammatory language and hate of its own. How can a bridge be built between these two

communities?Enter Andrew Marin and his book, Love is an Orientation.Let me be clear about

something up front. As a conservative (both theologically and politically), bible-believing Christian, I

found a decent amount in this book that I disagreed with. I even found myself answering some of

Marin's statements out loud. For the most part, however, I found myself challenged to take on a

quality that the Christian community claims to value: empathy.That's really the strength of this book.

You might not agree with all that Marin says (I certainly didn't), but his ability to put you in the shoes

of members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered (GLBT) community is powerful. This is

a quality missing from much of the discussion Christians have regarding the issue of homosexuality.

It's easy to look at the passages in the bible that condemn homosexuality and think things are

clear-cut; don't do it. The issue isn't really that simple, however, for GLBT people who desire to walk

with God, but struggle to reconcile their sexual desires with God's revelations in scripture.

In a world that increasingly welcomes and accepts those of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and

transsexual (GLBT) orientation, Christians must open their eyes and ears to what GLBT people are

saying about God, the Scriptures, the church, and human sexuality. This is especially true if we

want to minister among them.Furthermore, the GLBT issue is increasingly being brought up on

television and in politics. Numerous states are passing laws legalizing same-sex marriage.

Therefore, it is vitally important for Christians to know how to respond to these situations, not only in

truth, but also in love.Andrew Marin is one Christian who is pioneering the way.In his book, Andrew

Marin provides an excellent overview of the absolute necessity for Christians to build bridges to

those people who are in the GLBT community. As Christ took the initiative and came to us, we must

take the initiative in building bridges of hope and love to others.Thankfully, Andrew Marin is not

writing theoretically, but from yeas of experience from living among the GLBT community as the

"gayest straight person in the world."The book provides excellent insights and guidelines for working

alongside and developing relationships with people in the GLBT community. For example, Andrew

advises the four of the most important things Christians can do are (1) love, (2) listen, (3) don't

judge, and (4) seek friendship and conversation. Also, he recommends we stop saying "Love the

sinner; hate the sin" and referring to those in the GLBT community as "homosexuals." Both, he



explains, are derogatory.One helpful feature of the book is the answers to the five main questions

that are on the minds of most Christians. The questions are:1.
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