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The habits and attitudes associated with critical thinking are transferable to consumer, medical,

legal, and general ethical choices. When our surgeon says surgery is needed, it can be life

sustaining to seek answers to the critical questions encouraged in Asking the Right Questions This

popular book helps bridge the gap between simply memorizing or blindly accepting information, and

the greater challenge of critical analysing the things we are told and read. It gives strategies for

responding to alternative points of view and will help readers develop a solid foundation for making

personal choices about what to accept and what to reject.
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This book has been a tremendously positive influence on my life as well as on the lives of those to

whom I have recommended it! Before studying "Asking the Right Questions," I was well educated,

but nevertheless my thinking was often muddled and illogical. As a graduate student, this book

helped me to better define my own ideas as well as understand the ideas of others. I learned how to

engage in truly meaningful discourse with others about ideas and principles because I could apply a

more rational approach. Differences of opinion became engaging rather than destructive or

unproductive. This book and its philosophy gives me hope in the idea of the "democracy of

ideas."As a college professor, I use this book in all of my classes and require students to purchase

it. We work on one skill a week as we learn the course content. Students regularly report that having

a class focused around critical thinking is a unique and highly valuable experience. While I find it



sad and disturbing that few college students are exposed to such skills regularly, I find it

encouraging the ARQ provides an effective forum to help me teach these skills. The book is

engaging, with many current examples and vivid illustrations. The reading level is appropriate for

anyone in high school or higher. And because the content and skills are ones that are pertinent to

any individual or college major or profession, it can be integrated into virtually any course. I

especially think it would be an excellent foundation for the first-year seminars that are so popular on

college campuses.While I use this book in a classroom setting, it is one that an individual can easily

benefit from.
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