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In this freshly baked series, author Maddie Day lifts the lid on a small town in southern Indiana,

where a newcomer is cooking up a new start--until a murderer muddles the recipe...Nursing a

broken heart, Robbie Jordan is trading in her life on the West Coast for the rolling hills of southern

Indiana. After paying a visit to her Aunt Adele, she fell in love with the tiny town of South Lick. And

when she spots a For Sale sign on a rundown country store, she decides to snap it up and put her

skills as a cook and a carpenter to use. Everyone in town shows up for the grand re-opening of

Pans â€˜n Pancakes, but when the mayor's disagreeable assistant is found dead, Robbie realizes

that not all press is good press. With all eyes on her, she'll have to summon her puzzle-solving skills

to clear her name, unscramble the town's darkest secrets, and track down a cold-blooded

killer--before she's the next to die...
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Up until the last ten pages, Flipped for Murder - first in a new mystery series - was one of the best

cozies I've read in some time. The genre is formulaic by nature (smaller town, PG-rated themes and

language at most, lead amateur sleuth recently relocated to town, quirky townspeople/supporting



characters), so it was refreshing to come across a character like Roberta Jordan, a divorcee

recently moved back to her deceased mom's hometown of South Lick, Indiana from California, to

open up a combination country restaurant/store. Robbie Jordan is extremely likable, and we first

meet her on the grand opening day of Pans 'n Pancakes, along with other vivid, well-drawn

characters like her Aunt Adele and even the town's new mayor, Corinne. It's Corinne's unlikable

assistant, Stella, who soon is found shot dead in her home later on, and even though the murder

happens "off-stage" the story still develops not only into a decent murder investigation where

Robbie herself is framed as a suspect ... there is also a very cool, very real subplot in which Robbie,

in wanting to learn more about her mom's past, accidentally discovers something about her

biological father. The characters and story both draw you in here, in a well-written novel where the

characters come alive on the page (though I was raised in northern Indiana, and in no way

recognized the way some of the characters talked; must be a southern Indiana thing?), and the

more I read the more I loved Robbie and the book ... until those last ten or so pages. Hard to explain

and remain spoiler-free, but suffice to say even with the "confession" of the murderer in the end,

what the killer says was his/her motive completely contradicts what the police go over, as the

motive, later on.

Summary from Goodreads:"In this freshly baked series, author Maddie Day lifts the lid on a small

town in southern Indiana, where a newcomer is cooking up a new start--until a murderer muddles

the recipe...Nursing a broken heart, Robbie Jordan is trading in her life on the West Coast for the

rolling hills of southern Indiana. After paying a visit to her Aunt Adele, she fell in love with the tiny

town of South Lick. And when she spots a For Sale sign on a rundown country store, she decides to

snap it up and put her skills as a cook and a carpenter to use. Everyone in town shows up for the

grand re-opening of Pans â€˜n Pancakes, but when the mayor's disagreeable assistant is found

dead, Robbie realizes that not all press is good press. With all eyes on her, she'll have to summon

her puzzle-solving skills to clear her name, unscramble the town's darkest secrets, and track down a

cold-blooded killer--before she's the next to die..."My Thoughts:I've read more cozy mysteries this

year compared to years past and books like this are the reason why. I enjoyed this book for a

variety of reasons but one of the best things about this book for me was the setting. I love small

town books like this where they are described in such a way that it makes me want to go visit for

myself. The author brought this town and her characters to life for me and I loved the book all the

more because of it. I wanted to have the chance to eat at Robbie's restaurant and try some of those

delicious breakfasts that she makes. What is it with me reading all of these mysteries with cooking



themes? It sure does make me want to brush up on my own cooking skills as they are pretty

lackluster in comparison.
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