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When diplomacy has failed and military intervention is deemed inappropriate, our leaders often turn

to a silent and dark community for results. This is a course of action not always taken by wise and

honorable men. In certain circles it is known as  The Third Option  Fresh from retaking a

battle-scarred White House after a vicious terrorist attack on the president, Mitch Rapp, the CIA's

top counterterrorism operative, is sent on his final mission. His target: a well-known German

industrialist who has been selling highly sensitive equipment to one of the world's most notorious

sponsors of terrorism. As Rapp meticulously prepares to take the man out, he has no idea that there

are forces within his own government that are plotting to use him.  Thomas Stansfield, the aged

director of the CIA, is dying of cancer -- and he and the president have chosen as his successor Dr.

Irene Kennedy, the director of the CIA's Counterterrorism Center. There are others in Washington,

however, who could not imagine a more unwelcome choice, and they are willing to resort to extreme

measures to prevent Kennedy from taking the reins of the world's most powerful intelligence

agency.  The conspirators have devised a bold plan that will damage the president and ruin

Kennedy's career, allowing them to put someone they can control at the helm of the CIA.

Unfortunately for them, they have made one horrible miscalculation: they have chosen Mitch Rapp

as their pawn.  Their worst nightmare is about to be realized. They have enraged one of the most

lethal and efficient killers the CIA has ever produced -- and he will stop at nothing until he finds out

who set him up.  With action that sizzles from the opening paragraph and insider details that bring

the story to vivid life, The Third Option showcases a New York Times bestselling author who is just

hitting the peak of his extraordinary storytelling powers.
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THE THIRD OPTION by Vince Flynn is the type of thriller that fans of the espionage/political intrigue

genre are always on the lookout for. The novel deals with Mitch Rapp who is a member of the CIA's

highly secret Orion Team. He's their top assassin. When the first option of diplomacy and the

second option of military force fail, the United States turns to its third option of covert action as a

way of dealing with terrorist's attacks. It is our last option of fighting back, and it usually involves

assassination. Mitch Rapp is on the verge of resigning from the CIA. He has met the woman of his

dreams and wants to live a normal life. He decides, however, to take one last assignment. His job

will be to go into Germany as part of a team and assassinate a German industrialist who has been

selling materials for building a nuclear device to one of our country's leading enemies. What Rapp

isn't aware of is that he's to be killed after he completes his mission. When the German police find

his body next to that of the industrialist, the CIA will be publicly blamed, thus ending the career of

Irene Kennedy, head of the department that runs the Orion Team and who is slated to take over as

Director of the CIA. Rapp isn't an easy man to eliminate. The people assigned to take him out fail in

their attempt. Returning to the United States by covert means, Rapp is determined to track down the

individuals who tried to kill him and to extract the names of those in the U.S. Government who

authorized the hit. Rapp doesn't care how high up the list of names goes; if he has his way, he will

kill every last one of the people involved in this conspiracy. THE THIRD OPTION has the ring of

authenticity about it that strongly reminded me of the earlier novels of Tom Clancy.
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