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On April 28, 2006, as he lay in his hospital bed in Ann Arbor, Michigan, visions of celestial beauty

were the last thing on Marv Besteman's mind. He had just had surgery to remove a rare pancreatic

tumor. It was after visiting hours and his family had left for the day. Alone and racked with pain,

Marv tossed and turned, wanting more than anything else to simply sleep and escape the misery

and discomfort for a while. The retired banker, father, and grandfather had no idea he was about to

get a short reprieve in the form of an experience he never could have imagined. In My Journey to

Heaven, Marv Besteman shares the story of his experience of heaven with astounding detail.

Listeners will hear of his encounters with angels who accompanied him to the gate, his conversation

(argument, really) with St. Peter, and his recognition of friends and family members who touched his

life. His story offers peace, comfort, and encouragement to those who have lost loved ones and

gives security and solace to those who are grieving, dying, or wonder about the afterlife. Marv

believed God sent him back to earth to fulfill this mission of comfort and reminds readers that God

has work for each of us to do before he calls us to be with him in heaven. Secure in his belief that

his book was the fulfillment of his own mission, Marv returned to heaven in January 2012.
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I found this book a compelling read...who doesn't want to know what Heaven is like. We have all

heard that those who go through the light don't want to come back.Marvin Besteman, a stubborn



Dutchman as he calls himself, was just operated on for a pancreatic tumor. He was in such pain the

night after the surgery, and all of a sudden he felt himself floating free. No tubes, needles! For

months after this experience he doesn't tell anyone.The first person is his wife Ruth, and when she

asked him if he had thought of her, he told her no. Was she disappointed? I think what happened

was it was all so wonderful, that he didn't have time to think of anyone. What he describes is so very

very wonderful, no wonder he didn't want to return.I have recently lost my Husband, this book really

touched my heart, and gave me a lot of peace. Marvin describes in detail the babies...lots and lots

of them. In all stages of development from a few week old fetus to a full term. I have also lost a 77

day old infant, and to hear that they were all happy and laying on grass ...softer than any blanket.

He said he didn't see anyone taking care of them, but knew some how they were all fine.The colors

he describes, the gates, the stone walls, and the throne. I could see it all through his eyes.I will pass

this book on for others to read, and I'm so glad I was given this opportunity to absorb all that is

presented.Of course I wanted more, and would have loved to sit down and speak personally with

Marvin, but now it can never by. He did leave again and Saint Peter opened the gate earlier this

year.I received this book from the publisher Revell, and was not required to give a positive review.

In My Journey to Heaven, Marvin Besteman describes his visit to Heaven in 2006. He describes in

detail what he saw and experienced there, as well as the people he saw and recognized.Normally, I

describe the plot of a book without worrying about having to issue "spoiler alerts", but in this case, I

don't really see a way to talk about this book in detail without just retelling his story. So, it comes

down to this: some people will believe this book, and others won't. I admit that it challenged my

thinking regarding Heaven. Everything he described wasn't exactly the way I've always understood

the Bible to mean. However, I tried to keep an open mind while reading. Without giving away too

much detail, the one point where I felt that this could be on target was when he described what he

saw before the Throne of God. It wasn't the type of thing that a man of his generation and

theological background would probably imagine.Whether or not he described Heaven accurately, I

feel that he sincerely believed that he saw Heaven, and that it looked just the way he described.

This could be very comforting for someone who has lost a loved one. It may not be for everyone, but

for anyone who will keep an open mind while reading, it is a wonderful reminder that Heaven is

certainly real.4 stars "Available September 2012 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, a division of

Baker Publishing Group." Disclosure of Material Connection: I received this book free from Baker

Publishing Group. I was not required to write a positive review. The opinions I have expressed are

my own. I am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255:



"Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonials in Advertising.

Book Review: My Journey to Heaven, 2012, non-fiction testimony, by Marvin J. Besteman , e-book

edition. Date of review: October 3, 2012I personally know of individuals (close personal friends) who

have come back from out of body experiences, or from death after 30-40 minutes of being

pronounced dead. So I find it very easy to accept the personal testimony of author Marvin J.

Besteman, who writes of having gone to heaven from his hospital bed and then come back. The

way by which he wrote his testimony left me with the final conclusion he did, in fact, personally

witness all the things he described. His words appeared to be honest, heartfelt, and candid, albeit

this book left me asking questions for which there appears to be no earthly answer this side of

Heaven. It was an enormously joyful book to read and an encouragement. How could I not give this

book a 5 star rating? I recommend "My Journey to Heaven" to anyone who has lost a child, either by

natural causes, or by abortion because the story addresses those subjects with honesty, vision, and

candor. God is good all the time and this story addresses that goodness.Jim E. Reames, Christian

author"Valley of the Dry Bones," 1992"LaDon's Lost Diamond," 2008Contributor"GBA2015", 2012,

by Sheriff John A. Turner"After the Cloud", 2012, by Sheriff John A. Turner

I' m convinced Marv is basking in God's glory up in heaven with all his family who is already there.

I've read a lot of books regarding life after death but I can tell you my belief is cast in stone after

reading Marv's account! I can hardly wait myself to get there. I just wonder what God's plan is for

my life before I go? Thank you God for Marv's story!
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