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An exemplary text for courses in feature writing, magazine and literary journalism, Intimate

Journalism introduces students to the art of combining human interest stories with incisive

journalistic enquiry. Harrington prefaces this outstanding collection of award-winning feature articles

with detailed, practical reporting advice, sharing trade secrets from his 15 years as a staff writer for

The Washington Post. The following chapters each contain examples of human interest reporting,

followed by an invaluable afterward from each journalist describing how he or she conceptualized,

reported and wrote their particular story.
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This book demonstrates just how well magazine nonfiction can be. The journalists selected are not

particuarly well-known, but they are masters of their craft and present highly enjoyable reads. Susan

Orlean might be the best-known of the bunch, just because her most recent book, "The Orchid

Thief," was highlighted in the 2002 movie "Adaptation."For starters, Orlean's piece "The American

Male at Age 10" was a fascinating look at today's youth. Each piece is outstanding in its own way,

but may I also present as standouts "TV Without Guilt" (a family whose television is on

approximately 16 hours a day) and "The Man Who Couldn't Read" (profile of an illiterate millionaire

with two college degrees).As a bonus for those with an interest in feature writing, "Author's

Afterwords" has the writers briefly describe the process of finding and executing their ideas. But if

you are an aspiring writer or just appreciative of quality writing, this book is a must-read.



Intimate Journalism is a must-read handbook for anyone with a slight interest in literary journalism.

Every piece is accompanied with extremely valuable insights from the authors going "behind the

scenes" of how their craft comes to life. Harrington convincingly ascribes the long-form non-fiction

genre philosophical and even existential qualities; here's a craftsman who cares deeply about his

line of work. Warning: The enthusiasm is contagious.

I was a journalist for more than 10 years and this book proved to be one of my most fruitful

instructors. Not only does it have outstanding examples of good non-fiction writing, the interviews

with the authors provide a "how to," lesson that is priceless. If you want to improve your writing or if

you want to see journalism at its best, remembering its heyday as a highly respected profession that

chronicled history as it was made- buy this book!

Well worth the price. Just couldn't put this book down. Harrington illustrates exactly how journalism

should be. Every journalist, aspiring or professional, should read this book!
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