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The collective belief in Armageddon has become more powerful and widespread in the wake of

recent terrorist attacks. Edward Edinger looks at the chaos predicted by the Book of Revelation and

relates it to current trends including global violence, AIDS, and apocalyptic cults.
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Professor Edward Edinger, Psychiatrist, Jungian scholar, and Jehovah Witness, uses the book of

Revelations to draw us into a web that intersects at the vertex of all of his many professional realms

of interests and understandings. Once he has captured us there, in his own intellectual corner, he

then "uses the theme of cultural transition" disguised as, and implicit in, the deeply symbolic

scriptures taken from the book of Revelations, to advance an unlikely version of a very "familiar"

theory of archetypes: One that turns out to be as much existentialist philosophy and depth

psychology as hardcore religiosity.And what a rich "mother lode" Edinger's mind turns out to be:

Erudite and persuasive; inventive and logical, scary and seductive, intense and carefully thought

out, meticulous in its details, but all done without a hint of the taint of anti-intellectual religiosity or

fanaticism. The author commands his complex ship well through some of the roughest cultural,

psychological and existential waters known to modern man, and skillfully brings it safely home to a

believable harbor.His theory is: that a psychological analysis of the book of Revelations reveals that

the world as we know it will inexorably come to an end.
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