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This remarkable and wide-ranging book is an inventory of symbols and the symbolic imagination.
The editors and their fifteen contributors are drawn from a variety of scholarly
backgroundsâ€”including anthropology, ethnology, psychotherapy and art history. This diversity of
approach is responsible for the book's unique character, a reflection of the multiplicity of symbols
and signs and the phenomenal range of possible interpretations they offer. This book draws
together folklore, literary and artistic sources, and focuses on the symbolic dimension of every
colour, number, sound, gesture, expression or character trait that has benefitted from symbolic
interpretation. The conscious and unconscious minds are explored, desire and dreams are treated
alongside the known and the chronicled. Extraordinary in its range and eclecticism, this dictionary
was originally published in French as the Dictionnaire des Symboles, and it is regarded as the
standard work on the subject.
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This is an amazing book -- it covers symbolism, but it also a functions as a book of world folklore
and mythology. It's nearly 1,200 pages and the entries are quite extensive. For example, there are
about nine pages on "stone," five pages on "egg," a full page on "dew." But even more obscure
items like "termite" gets four paragraphs, "comb" gets two, "porcupine" gets eight lines and
"persimmon" gets six. This book takes a world perspective, showing what each symbol has meant
to different cultures, religions and peoples -- these often differ. I've rarely seen a book of this type

that is able to tackle both a wide range, yet give them depth as well. For example the entry on
"falcon," one page, gives perspectives from Ancient Egypt, the Peruvian Incas, the Yunca Indians of
Peru, the Irish, and various beliefs from the Middle Ages.There are some ancient gods and
mythological and religious figures presented like Adam and Cain, and astrological signs, but
thankfully these don't take up most of the book -- there are enough books on those topics already.
The vast majority of this book covers _things_ like "chariot," "dog," "feather," "oil," "serpent," "throne"
and "wheel" -- just to name a few. I own many books on folklore, superstition, folk belief and
mythology, and I know a great book on these topics when I see one -- and this is a great book and a
browser's dream.Some complain that images would have been helpful, and there aren't many
pictures here, but when you're discussing something like "fox," "crown" or "satire" -- do you really
need an image? I would prefer this book to have been a little larger, it is a rather small, fat book but
regardless of the format the content is just beyond anything else I've seen.
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