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This book explores the tension between universal principles of human rights and the
self-determination claims of sovereign states as they affect the claims of refugees, asylum-seekers
and immigrants. Drawing on the work of Kant's "cosmopolitan doctrine" and positions developed by
Hannah Arendt, Seyla Benhabib explores how the topic has been analyzed within the larger history
of political thought. She argues that many of the issues raised in abstract debate between
universalism and multiculturalism can find acceptable solutions in practice.

Series: The Seeley Lectures (Book 5)
Paperback: 266 pages
Publisher: Cambridge University Press; 1St Edition edition (November 29, 2004)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0521538602
ISBN-13: 978-0521538602
Product Dimensions: 5.4 x 0.6 x 8.5 inches
Shipping Weight: 14.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)
Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (2 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #394,723 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #85 inÂ Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Politics & Government > Public Affairs & Policy > Cultural Policy #485 inÂ Books >
Politics & Social Sciences > Politics & Government > Specific Topics > Civics & Citizenship #517
inÂ Books > Politics & Social Sciences > Social Sciences > Emigration & Immigration

Professor Benhabib's analysis of the relationship between citizenship and community membership
provides an innovative and exceedingly compelling way of navigating the conflicting claims of
human rights and democratic sovereignty. Drawing heavily on Arendt and Kant, this study traces the
conceptual basis for current theoretical problems while also attending to the contemporary situation.
Perhaps most fascinating is Benhabib's usage of discourse ethics and her notion of 'democratic
iterations' to move beyond the impasse posed by the false dichotomy of communitarian and
cosmopolitan ideals-- in a sense, as long as we construe democratic sovereignty in a way that
eschews claims to a permanent unchanging people there need not be any contradiction between
maintaining cosmopolitan obligations and respecting communal claims. Though I have some minor
personal qualms with Professor Benhabib's interpretation of Arendt, I found 'The Rights of Others' to

be an amazing read that combined insightful interpretations of political thought with astute
observations of our global situation. A must read for those interested in global justice,
cosmopolitanism and human rights theory.

There's a lot to like in this book. The discussion of Hannah Arendt's idea of the "right to have rights"
and of Kant's views on cosmopolitanism are very good and useful to anyone interested in either
thinker or in human rights. The invocation of Derrida to develop an idea of cosmopolitan democracy
was interesting even if somewhat obscure. (I didn't think that invoking Derrida's idea of 'iteration'
helped at all but then the idea is not clear to me so perhaps that's the problem.) The discussion of
Rawls is, however, no good at all as Benhabib gets both the point and the structure of Rawls's _Law
of Peoples_ almost completely wrong. If that part is skipped, however, this is a very interesting book
both for it's discussion of historical figures and for its engagement with current problems such as
citizenship, immigration, and cosmopolitanism.

The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents, and Citizens (The Seeley Lectures) The Government of
Self and Others: Lectures at the College de France, 1982-1983 (Lectures at the CollÃ¨ge de
France) The Moral Economy: Why Good Incentives Are No Substitute for Good Citizens (Castle
Lectures Series) Creative Child Support Strategies A Fathers Rights Approach: A Fathers Rights
Approach (The Pro-Active Fathers Rights Series Book 2) Lectures on Antitrust Economics (Cairoli
Lectures) The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the College de France, 1978-1979 (Lectures at the
CollÃ¨ge de France) Lectures on the Will to Know (Michel Foucault, Lectures at the CollÃ¨ge de
France) Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the College De France, 1977 - 78 (Michel
Foucault, Lectures at the CollÃ¨ge de France) Feynman Lectures Simplified 4A: Math for Physicists
(Everyone's Guide to the Feynman Lectures on Physics Book 12) Aliens and Alien Societies
(Science Fiction Writing Series) Found Aliens: The Word of Dog (The Galactic Pool Satires Book 3)
Used Aliens: A Satire for Atheists (The Galactic Pool Satires Book 1) Aliens: The Set Photography
Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony (Expanded 25th Anniversary Edition) The Aliens Aliens
Archive: Traveller Role Playing Game Bloodline of the Gods: Unravel the Mystery in the Human
Blood Type to Reveal the Aliens Among Us UFOs & Aliens: UFO Secrets - Area 51, Alien & UFO
Encounters, Alien Civilizations & New World Order (Extraterrestrial, Alien Abduction, Conspiracy
Theories, ... History, Alien Technology, Alien Races) Zombies versus Aliens versus Vampires
versus Dinosaurs Aliens in America: A UFO Hunter's Guide to Extraterrestrial Hotpspots Across the
U.S.

