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Every so often, a book comes along that has the potential to completely transform the way people
think about a subject. In the business world, In Search of Excellence, the One Minute Manager and
From Good to Great come quickly to mind. In the people development world, books like The Seven
Habits of Highly Effective People and Emotional Intelligence have been transformational.In the
spiritual development circle, the Disappearance of the Universe has moved to the top of my list. The
book is quite simply, amazing. AND you have to be ready for it.I have been especially blessed by
the clear explanations and the clarity given to the role of forgiveness in our own salvation. And Gary
Renard's humor and wit help to make it a very easy read. Let's start with the basic premise and
storyline for the book.THE PREMISE: When you dream at night that someone is chasing you, in the
dream it feels very real and no one in the dream could likely convince you that it was not real. But in
truth you are home in your bed. When you wake up, the dream disappears, because it was never
real in the first place, and you find you were in your bed the entire time. Well, the basic premise for
the Disappearance of the Universe is that we are really home in God, but dreaming a dream that we
are bodies living this life. Of course our true home is out of our awareness. Yet when we wake up,
the universe will disappear, because it was never real in the first place, we were at home in God the
entire time. This is indeed an incredible and hard to believe premise. But what if it is true?

The message of this book is difficult for me to accept, yet I did feel it worthwhile reading. There is a
great deal of information in and much to think about, although the main points get repeated over and
over. The subtitle is "Straight Talk about Illusions, Past Lives, Religion, Sex, Politics, and the
Miracles of Forgiveness." It does cover all these categories and has interesting points to make
about each.The background of the book is the hardest to believe. I have read many spiritual books,
many claiming to be divinely inspired. The best I have read is "Ask and It is Given" by Esther and
Jerry Hicks, in which Abraham, a nonphysical entity speaks through Esther as a medium. "Ask and
It is Given" has a large following and well deserves it for its liberating and common sense
messages. I do believe Abraham is speaking through Esther Hicks. The Disappearance of the
Universe is based upon the equally famous A Course in Miracles, purported to have been written by
Jesus via a type of automated writing. I have not read the Course, but this book makes me curious
about it. The author, Gary Renard, claims two angels or masters visited him over the course of nine
years to teach him the lessons the book contains. These two visitors were two of Christ's disciples.
The main lesson they have to teach him is forgiveness. I can even believe all that.What I had a
problem with is the book's statement that God did not create the world because God is only good
and He would not create something that contains evil. It is our own ego which has us deceived into
entering the illusion or dream of life which we think is real. Everything around us is part of this
dream so nothing really exists.
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