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This work, a compilation of all known information on parasites diseases of the wild mammals of
Florida, is significant because it is one of the few studies in which such data are arranged by host
rather than by disease agent. Florida's rich mammalian fauna is made up of 96 species, 85 of them
native and 11 that have been introduced into or have expanded their ranges into the state. The
book contains information on the disease agents, natural elements, chemical contaminants, and
environmental conditions that either can or do influence the health and diseases of 61 native and 8
nonnative species, including such endangered mammals as the Florida panther and the manatee.
The work also deals with the public health considerations of diseases transmitted between humans
and domesticated animals. Though some of the information comes from published literature, a
significant portion of it was culled from personal files, notes, and reports of numerous individuals
and organizations. A major reference work, "Parasites and Diseases" should be an essential
resource for mammalogists, population ecologists, veterinarians, epidemiologists, entomologists,
parasitologists, microbiologists, pathologists, wildlife biologists, and all others who make
management or conservation decisions about Florida's fragile environment.
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This book would be a great addition to any wildlife biologist's library. The book covers the diseases
of all the wild mammals that occur in and around Florida, from Bats to Whales. Some of the topics
covered in each chapter are: trauma, environmental contaminants, rabies, other viruses, bacterial
diseases, mycotic infections, protozoan parasites, helminths, and arthropods. All the published

disease literature is covered along with an enormous amount of unpublished data contributed by
researchers throughout Florida. Each chapter contains many tables and figures which make it easy
for the reader to find and understand the infomation presented. Each chapter is concluded with a
summary and a detailed literature cited section. Anyone who deals with wildlife in Florida should
have a copy of this book.

In this comprehensive publication Dr. Forrester has summarized data from a variety of sources to
cover Florida mammals. This book is intended for the veterinarian/wildlife biologist or anyone with
an interest is wildlife and its disease and parasite problems.
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