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The author writes: "Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak HaCohen Kook (5635-5695/1865-1935) was one of the
greatest Jewish leaders of recent history. He was steeped in Jewish knowledge of all kinds, a
master of halacha, Talmud, and Jewish philosophy, and he also had a good knowledge of the
general philosophy and science of his day."Rav Kook was also a prolific writer and complex thinker
who developed a system of understanding the events that were happening to the Jewish people. It
was a time of change, HerzI convened the Zionist Congress in Basel, irreligious Zionists were
moving to Israel and establishing settlements and kibbutzim. There was a negative reaction from
many religious leaders to the young men and women. Darwin's theory and Freud I s new science
were gaining popularity and many Jews were drawn further away from a traditional lifestyle. Rav
Kook was able to perceive the inner yearnings that accompanied these revolutionary changes. They
represented a deep yearning within these young Jews for morality, equality, and justice. They
realized that the world was not static but evolved and moved in a positive direction. Rav Kook
embraced both Zionism and the young irreligious Zionists. He developed a philosophy that was
based on the kabbalistic concept of fusion. The world appears divided; there is a break between
heaven and earth, physical and spiritual, politics and religion. But at the heart of it all, everything is
fused into a cohesive unit. This is true for the individual, the nation, and all of existence. Rav Kook
set about publicizing his theories and spreading his teachings to young thinkers, both religious and
secular. This represents the bulk of his voluminous writings. Rav Kook never wrote a book of
commentary on the Torah, but he did create a lens through which we can perceive and better
understand the Torah. That is the basis for this book.
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This book is fantastic. EAch essay is preceded by a series of related quotations from Rav Kook's
works, but the essays at first glance seem more to be all-around excellent summaries and insights
into key issues of that parsha, rather than anything especially "Kook-ish".If essays based on Rav
Kook and "plain" essays are indistinguishable, perhaps this is proof that Rav Kook represented
Judaism at perhaps its best.Actually, upon further reading of this book, one realizes that these
essays do contain the uniqueness of Rav Kook's thoughts. The books uses Rav Kook's adaption of
the Kabbalistic idea of fusion, which says that the apparent divide between spiritual and physical is
actually nonexistent. Thus, these essays on the parsha demonstrate, using this concept of fusion
developed from the Kabbalah by Rav Kook, how our physical lives and our spiritual lives are to be
unified and work with each other rather than against.This concept is so integral to Judaism (as
opposed to Christianity and Buddhism's emphasis on ascetism etc.), however, that I was not at first
aware that this book was anything more than an ordinary, albeit excellent, book of essays on the
parsha. Upon further investigation, however, I realized that one should bill this book as a book of
essays on the parsha that use the philosophy of Rav Kook to illuminate a crucial aspect of Torah
and Judaism in a new but normative manner, so normative that one barely realizes its uniqueness.
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